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was then the scheme adopted, and it apparently pre- .
sented great facilities for execution. Hitherto it
had been a constant practice to impose one of the
official priests upon a parish, but the result was
that the Church became instantly deserted.* It was
now resolved to convert the siege into a blockade,
and to starve them out by the denial of the offices
and consolations of religion. The priesthood of
Malo-Russia is recruited from the monasteries of the
interior; the Government seized and deported the
monks and bishops, especially those of Saratov and
Kramenchuk, and enrolling them as a regiment sent
them to die in the marshes of Lankeran on the
Caspian. As the priests died off the parishes re-
mained without the means of baptism, confirmation,
marriage, confession, extreme unction, and burial,
and were placed irrevocably between the alterna-
tives of absolute infidelity or submission.

Such was the plight in which I found a Cossack
settlement in Turkey, where I first became acquainted
with these circumstances. They were exceedingly

* The Emperor looks strictly into these matters. On the
occasion of one of his visits lie went into a church, which he
foiled crowded, but which on a former visit he had found
deserted. On inquiry, he discovered that not one of the con-
gregation belonged to the parish. It having been found im-
possible to constrain the parishioners, who were Starovirtxo, to
attend, a congregation was brought for the occasion from a
distance.